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This is regrettable, if true. What we write now is unlikely to fall into
the hands of those who are busy committing murders or others who
are the cause of them. But the readers of this journal must think [this
matter over]. Every thoughtful person can help in solving these problems.
If it is true that adultery is on the increase among the Indian youth,
that is a sign of our degeneracy.
We are in the habit of comparing our vices with those of the
whites and if we have some in common, we take no further notice of
them. This attitude reveals how depraved we are. Following that line
of thinking, we conclude that the whites are superior to us and that they
have attained the acme of virtue. In fact, the whites are generally not
superior to us. It is equally false that we cannot become more virtuous.
There is no more fallacious argument than that we may indulge in
adultery because the whites do so. Their adultery is a different sort of
thing, and even in their case, a strenuous effort is being made by their
priests and reformers to eradicate the vice.
But the whites can afford to do what they are doing. We cannot.
We have fallen very low indeed. We have to uplift ourselves. We
therefore need an enterprising spirit. It is a fact of experience that the
habit of adultery daily undermines the strength of people among whom
it is widespread. The Indian youth, therefore, need to give this problem
their earnest attention.
If we observe [conditions among] whites for purposes of compa-
rison, we shall find that Purity Societies are being set up among them.
Their priests are working actively to prevent the young people from
going astray. We know that in Bombay the Salvation Army is active.
In the Cape, the Orange River Colony and the Transvaal, the Rev.
Mr. Myer has been exhorting the young with the same end in view.
These societies do not require funds. They only require the services
of devoted men, who are virtuous in thought and deed. Let it be
remembered that Rome, Greece and the other nations that fell were
destroyed mainly because of the prevalence of adultery [in those
societies].
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 20-6-1908
173.   LAWS AFFECTING CAPE INDIANS
The Cape Parliament is in session. The Immigration Act and the
Gape Licenses Act are oppressive measures. The Cape Indians are in
a better position to secure redress in respect of these laws than are the
Indians in the other Colonies [in the matter of their grievances]*
For they have franchise. If they try hard enough, they can get both